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slaughter, wholesale killing, indiscriminate killing, mass destruction, mass murder, bloodletting,
ethnic cleansing etc. The term “genocide” did not exist prior to 1944, It is a very specific term,
referring to violent crimes committed against a group with the intent to destroy the existence of
the group. Human rights, as laid out in the US Bill of rights or the 1948 United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights, concern the rights of individuals. In 1944, a Polish-Jewish lawyer
named Raphael Lemkin (1900-1959) sought to describe Nazi policies of systematic murder,
including the destruction of European Jews. He formed the word genocide by combining geno-,
from the Greek word for race or tribe, with —cide, from the Latin word for Killing. In proposing
this new word, Lemkin had in mind “a coordinated plan of different actions aiming at the
destruction of essential foundations of the life of national groups, with the aim of annihilating the
groups themselves.” Genocide is a term used to describe violence against members of a national,
ethnic, racial or religious group with the intent to destroy the entire group. 8% 3G
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oo [T S | According to Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Genocide, the deliberate and
systematic destruction of a group of people because of their ethnicity, nationality, religion or
race.’
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After the remarkable success of the Resistance day on 23 March, there was a
shadow of gloom. Only disturbing news came from everywhere. The meetings
between Yahya, Mujib and Bhutto failed to find a solution. Sheikh Mujib carried
on his meetings with the President and after the meetings continued to repeat to
the journalists that the talks were progressing. At the same time he asked the
people to carry on with their struggle. He called upon to build fortresses in every
house. For the last few days there have been rumours afloat that thousands of

Pakistani troops were landing at Dhaka airport in plain cloths (Imam 36).
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The new plan, prepared by Farman and myself, was named ‘Searchlight’. There
was no particular significance to its name. We were now ready with the plan and
were waiting for orders to implement it. The problem was faced was how we
were to convey it to the subordinate commanders without compromising security.
There were various constraints. As there was not enough time and negotiations
were barely dragging on, we had to get on with things quickly so that all the
relevant elements were ready for action throughout the province (Raja 73).
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Knowing our reservation about military action two generals Iftikhar Janjua and
Mitha were flown to Dacca to take over from us if we wavered or showed any
weakness. Major General Mitha was later made Deputy to General Tikka as the
high command had more confidence in him. Also present in Dacca at that time
were Maj Gen Omar and Maj Gen Khuda Dad. They were all full of fire, ridiculing
me and Khadim for soft attitude towards Awami League. We told them that we
were not afraid of our lives, what we were worried about was Pakistan (Khan 83).
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This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. | call upon
the people of Bangladesh whereever you might be and with whatever you have,
to resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last
soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh
and final victory is achieved (Batabyal 17).

@PTTS TR AT aFFE T8t ¢ “AfFemeg @7¢F G. W. Choudhury 3=,

It is most tragic that Pakistani Army instead of penalizing the person who
eliminated all chances of settlement plunged into ruthless and unprecedented
atrocities on unarmed Bengali population- a vile campaign in which thousand of
innocent women, old people, sick people and children were brutally murdered,
millions fled their homes to take their shelter in India (Choudhury 136).
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On March 25, 1971, when the Pakistani government initiated military action in

Bangladesh, a number of sites and groups of people were selected as targets of attack.

In Dhaka, for example, the university campus, the headquarters of the police and the
Bengali paramilitia, slums and squatter settlements, and Hindu majority localities, all
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were selected as special targets. The Pakistani ruling elite believed that the leadership
of the Bengali nationalist movement came from the intellectuals and students, that the
Hindus and the urban lumpen proletariat were the main supporters, and that the
Bengali police and army officials could be potential leaders in any armed struggle. In
the first two days of army operations, hundreds of unarmed people were killed on the
university campus, and in the slums and the old city were Hindus lived (Jahan 70-71).
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There is no general knowledge of the unspeakable cruelties visited on thousands

of defenceless men, women and children in the violent upsurge of the East

Bengalies that followed the campaign of genocide launched by the Pakistani

army on 25 March 1971. The horrifying acts-killings, rape and the mutilation of

women and children-are understandably an embarrassment to the sensitive

people of Bangla Desh now locked in the battle for their homeland. Nevertheless
they constitute a fact of life which cannot be ignored (Mascarenhas 118).
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On the night between 25/26 March 1971, General Tikka struck. Peaceful night
was turned into a time of wailing, crying, and burning. General Tikka let loose
everything at his disposal as if raiding an enemy, not dealing with his on
misguided and misled people. The military action was a display of stark cruelty,
more merciless than the massacres at Bukhara and Baghdad by Changez Khan and
Halaku Khan, or at Jallianwala Bagh by the British General Dyer (Niazi 45-46).
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The repercussions of the Pakistani crackdown, meanwhile, were being
felt in India. As the actual situation came to be known, there was a
public outcry and demands for immediate intervention. On 31 March the
Indian Parliament passed a resolution calling on Pakistan to ‘transfer
power to the legally elected representatives of the people of East
Bengal’. The country was shocked at the scale of Pakistani atrocities
because of which refugees were pouring into India. What began as a
trickle in late March was to become a steady stream between April and
June, and to continue until October (Jacob 35).
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Evidence of a systematic percecution of the Hindu population is too detailed and
too massive to be ignored. While the Western mind boggles at the enormity of a
possible planned eviction of 10 million people, the fact remains that the officers
and men of the [Pakistan] Army are behaving as if they had been given carte
blanche to rid East Pakistan of these ‘subversives’ (Raghavan 52).
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If blood is the price of people’s right to independence, Bangladesh has overpaid.
Of all the present struggles to bring down governments and change frontiers in
the name of national freedom, the war in East Bengal may prove the bloodist and
briefest. On this level alone East Pakistanis have achieved a record of suffering.
But even if their movement is destroyed within a few days or weeks, it may only
be a temporary defeat in a war of liberation which will eventually be recognised
as just (The New Statesman, 16 April 1971).
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During the Liberation War, the prime targets of the Pakistani forces were the

Bengali students and intelligentsia. Significantly, the crackdown on the night of

March 25 commenced with an attack on the Dhaka University Campus. The first

victims to fall before these hordes were the teachers of the University Censure,

persecution, harassment, oppression were constant factors in the treatment of the

intellectuals during the nine-month period of the war. The final victims of the

Pakistanis were also the Bengali intellectuals: during the last few days before the

surrender, the Pakistani forces, with the active assistance of the Al-Badr, killed
large numbers of Bengali writers, teachers, journalists (Sharif 190).
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