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Gazetteer of India’-(S “{ey HBATTF (ST “Af6T (A& ST GoI3-
Chittagong Hill Tracts — A Frontier District in the Chittagong Division of Eastern Bengal and
Assam, lying between 21°117 and 23°47” N. and 91°41” and 92°42” E., with an area of 5,138
square miles. It is bounded on the north by the State of Hill Trippera; on the west by
Chittagong District; on the south by Arakan; and on the east by the Nothern Arakan District of
Burma and the Lushai Hills District of Assam. Between the plains of Bengal and those of
Upper Burma stretches a hilly tract of primaeval forest, bounded on the north by the State of
Hill Tippera and by Assam, and on the south by the Burmese province of Arakan. A
Succession of hill ranges runs from north-west to south-west; determining the geographical and
ethnical division of the whole country into three oblong strips, of which the most westerly is
known as the Chittagong Hill Tracts; the central strip constitutes the Lushai Hills and the
eastern the Chin Hills, which from part of Upper Burma (Imperial Gazetteer 407-408).
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One of the Muslim leaguers said he had contacted the army at Raozan ...he said, the army was
not prepared to believe the offer of non-resistance unless | guaranteed it personally. | could
have sent representatives to meet the army; my father-in-law volunteered. It was a risk | could
not allow others to take on my behalf. Firstly, the Mukti Bahini might open fire on them on the
way to Raozan, Secondly, the army, made out to be worse than the hordes of Genghis Khan,
who shot at right as well as committed atrocities, might not accept anyone but me as | was the
Chakma Raja as well as the elected leader of the Tracts. One of the visitors also was against
sending representatives in my place as their bonafides might be in question (219).
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Early next morning, 16 April perhaps, we set off for Raozan in two Jeeps and a Landrover. The
rebels had installed some machineguns at Ghagra, 12 miles from Rangamati. Their position was
beside the Dak Bungalow (Rest House) on the top of a steep hill overlooking the junction of the
Chittagong-Rangamati and Kaptai-Chandraghona road ...Fortunately we were neither waylaid
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non fired upon and reached the road barrier at Raozan, about 30 miles from Rangamati, without
misadventure. ...A Junior commissioned officer received us and led us into a small building.
This was the office of the Captain-in-change. While we waited, soldiers brought us mugs of hot
sweet milky tea. Later, the Captain advised us that we had better proceed to the East Bengal
Regimental Centre at Nutanpara, where the army was headquartered (219-220).
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Eventually Angus Hume Spotted a newly arrived General from Dhaka whom he knew. He took
me over and introduced me to the General. We explained the desirability of taking over Rangamati
without use of force and assured him there would be no armed resistance. After some discussion
he agreed to send a young naval officer named Khan to his brother Lt. Col. Z.A. Khan at Kaptai,
the one detailed for the capture of Rangamati... Armed with the General’s letter, Monem
Chowdhury and some others went along with the naval officer to Kaptai. The rest of us returned to
Rangamati (220-221).
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